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the Buddha's advent is that the compassion he
incarnated was the compassion of the Divine for His
creatures, His Grace., as it were,, in which was hidden
the assurance to man that he as a race is destined to a
high spiritual achievement.

Buddhism., however, represents an important phase
in the spiritual life of India. Of the two directions in
which the mind of India seemed to be moving about
the time when Buddhism began to be a force in the
cultural life of the people, the one is the expression of
its creative genius and the other is the denying of life
as being a bondage and an obstacle to spiritual pur-
suits. But both of these were recognised in the age
of Dharma. The former was regarded as one of the
varied motivations of human personality whose frui-
tion was necessary for the all-round growth of man,
for which ample provision was made in the laws that
were meant to guide the social evolution of.the race.
This tendency, moreover, received a great impetus
when by its insistence on freedom Buddhism liberated
the social life of India from many of its cramping
evils and thereby created conditions favourable 10 the
growth and advancement of culture. The latter ten-
dency might be traced to the longing for telease
from this mundane existence into the  Spirit, the
Beyond: broadly indicated in the ideals ofmoksha and
sannyasa, it had not a little to do with the Buddhistic
conception of Nirvana. When the true seeker found
that religion was compromising with life, subjecting
its  high spirit to  the  satisfaction  of the latter*s